
A Qua r t e r l y P ub l i c a t i o n o f t h e M A U I C O A S TA L L A N D T R U S T

Many fear a suburban sprawl along
the West Maui mountains above
Honoapi‘ilani Highway.

The Maui Coastal Land Trust has
worked in co-operation with Makila Land
Company to protect a large tract of land
in the design of nine large lot (25 to 65
acres each) homesteads above the
Mahanalua-Launiupoko area – many
identify the area as ‘cut mountain.’

281 acres of the 321 acre area will
now remain in open space– including

Setting A New Precedent...
Makila Nui Easement in West Maui Signed

Pu‘u Hipa and Pu‘u Mahanalua, the two
landmark hills just south of Launiupoko
park. The easement permanently protects
the beautiful hillside view planes, sensitive
native plants, unusual geologic formations
and archaeological features. Public access
to hiking trails is also ensured by
the easement.

As the small community grows, MCLT
will work with the homeowners association
in continued protection of the area, its
natural assets and respectful access.

An exciting new era begins at the
Waihe‘e Refuge as planning is underway
for the Waihe‘e Refuge Cultural and
Education Complex.

This project, centered in the Waihe‘e
Refuge’s 277 acres, has always been a
part of MCLT’s long-term plans for the
area. Our initial work on the land has
focused on dune and archeological
protection, invasive species eradication,
fishpond restoration and enhancement
of coastal habitat for native Hawaiian
plants and animals. The results have
been astounding.

“The establishment of the cultural and
educational complex will be key in
connecting people – especially our keiki –
to these significant natural and historic

Sharing What The Land Has To Say
resources.” said MCLT Project Manager
Scott Fisher.

Restoration work has already begun at
the old Waihe‘e Dairy manager’s home –
a 1930’s plantation gem-in-the-rough
destined to house our future Refuge
Manager and MCLT site office.

Overall complex master planning is
addressing use of the near by red-roofed
beach house (believed to be a C.W.
Dickey design) as the educational center
along with ideas for a memorial native
Hawaiian plant garden, proper parking
and facility access that will not impact the
Refuge’s sensitive lands.

MCLT administrative assistant Hazel
Owens is now serving as the complex
project coordinator organizing a series of

meetings with representatives from Maui’s
education and conservation programs as
well as kapuna and other representatives
of the Waihe‘e community. “These are the
very people and programs that we hope
will be using this facility in the future.” said
Owens. “Their experience and knowledge
will be vital in functional planning
and design.”

Easement Inspection above ‘Cut Mountain’

Caretaker House – ‘Before’. Stay tuned for ‘After’.
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Currents
Simple Lives Leave Big Legacy

Leaving a great example for us all, long-
time Maui community volunteers Jack
Esker and Gene Thompson planned their
estate well. Their lives were rich in aloha,
not necessarily dollars, but when they
passed and their estate settled late last
year, the Kihei condo they purchased
‘way back when’ appreciated in value
significantly. MCLT was fortunate to be a
beneficiary receiving $380,000 in
January. The monies have been invested
in our Land Stewardship and Land
Acquisition Endowment Funds. Planned
giving, it works!

Join Us at the Waihe‘e Picnic
An afternoon of fun,
food and fellowship.
Please join us on
Saturday June 23rd
for the Annual
Waihe‘e Picnic at the
Old Waihe‘e Dairy

site from 12 Noon to 3 p.m. We’ll have the
BBQ going and walking tours of the
Waihe‘e Preserve restoration projects. We
hope to see you for some free time to relax
and enjoy the land at Waihe‘e! Call to
RSVP, directions and parking: 244-5263.

Women of MCLT
2007 ushered in some new (and not so

new) faces to the MCLT office. Please
welcome Sally Gretz our new office
manager, Hazel Owens who assists in the
office and is now coordinating the restora-
tion of the Waihe‘e caretaker’s home and
finally, Diane Lee has returned to us as
Director of Development and Outreach.

Land Trusts Work!
Land conservation has increased over

50% nationally in the past five years to
a total of 37 million acres now protect-
ed in open space. I’m proud to see
Maui doing its part in this statistic. With
three new easements lined up to be
signed this year on Maui and East
Moloka‘i, the Maui Coastal Land Trust
will double (a 100% increase!) the
amount of land under our protection to
over 1,000 acres.

On a recent hike to the Waihe‘e
Refuge, I was reminded of the importance
of MCLT’s purpose and how honored I
am to serve a small role in the perpetual
protection of this place. Though I look
forward to the Waihe‘e educational
center interpreting the cultural, natural
and historical aspects of the refuge,
there is no substitute for the magic one
feels when one walks the land. Hikes
are offered by MCLT on the first
Saturday of each month and they open
a portal to another time and place.
Come join us!

A happy announcement...

MCLT is pleased to welcome Janice
Lau to our Board of Directors. With her
years of financial experience in
Hawai‘i’s corporate landscape, Janice
will serve us well as Treasurer this year.

Mahalo nui loa for joining us in our
efforts to save Maui’s open spaces.

Spots are filling up fast these days, so be
sure to call ahead to reserve your chance
to experience our free Waihe‘e shoreline
hikes held the first Saturday of every
month. Hikers meet at the MCLT office at
9 a.m. for a quick orientation before
heading out for the three hour experience.

Hikes & Volunteer Opportunities
The call for volunteers at Waihe‘e for

invasive species eradication still stands
every Friday. The group meets at the
Roundtable area in Waihe‘e at 8 a.m.
Sturdy shoes, hat and water are
recommended. Please call the office for
directions and possible equipment needs.

From Left to Right: Hazel, Sally and Diane

Helen Nielsen
President, Maui Coastal Land Trust



I experienced one of the great
milestones in life this past Christmas,
holding my first (beautiful!) grandchild
in my arms and watching her newborn
eyes stare in apparent wonderment at
this new world around her. And I
couldn’t help musing, what will the
world be like for you when you’re my
age, beautiful Tori Sophia?

During my lifetime I’ve seen the
progressive diminution of accessible

Musings from the Shorline....
Preserving the present so the future can know the past....

beaches, native fauna and flora, “secret
places”, reef fish, cultural sites and scenic
vistas. Although much of this change can
be attributed to poorly controlled and/or
inappropriate development, our islands
are also suffering from being “loved to
death”. Whether heritage or circumstance
has allowed us to live here, we are
blessed to be in one of the most beautiful
and inviting spots on earth. It’s hardly
surprising that so many others wish to
come and experience what we are so
fortunate to see, feel and hear every day.

As I watched Tori sleeping in my arms,
it brought home how terribly important it is

that we all give our best efforts to protect
and enhance the remaining places that
give us that special “sense of place” that
is Maui. There is a tremendous feeling of
accomplishment in knowing that we’ve
made some incremental differences in our
corner of the world. So, for Tori and all the
generations of children to come, I’m
re-inspired to preserve the present so the
future can know the past.

And I am so humbly grateful for the
many wonderful folks like yourselves who
show the same concern and commitment.
I thank you and Tori (and her generation)
will thank you one day. Mahalo.

Winter Rains Help Native Plantings
After years of absence, the rare native Creeping Naupaka has returned to the upper

dunes of Waihe‘e. Project Manager Scott Fisher partnered with Hank Oppenheimer of the
Plant Extinction Prevention Program who collected cuttings from a small population at near-
by Waiehu Golf Course. Stephannie Seidman nurtured the cuttings at the Maui Nui
Botanical Garden (MNBG). When the small plants were ready to return to the wild this
last winter, the group gathered and with the help of MCLT’s Americorps volunteer James
Crowe and MNBG’s Jack Hazen, replanted patches of the bare sandy Waihe‘e dune
bringing small but significant life back to the land.

Waihe‘e Corner
Connecting Kids to the ‘Aina

The smell of the soil and planting of native ‘ahu awa seeds. For some of these Kalama
Intermediate students, it was their first experience assisting mother earth at work. This
particular trip was just one many such field trips for Kalama and Maui Waena
Intermediate students throughout this last school year. MCLT partnered with Akimeka LLC’s
‘Digital Bus to host the Bay Watershed Education Training Program (BWET). Funded by a
federal grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), this
program provided equipment, teacher training and student transportation for hands-on,
technology-rich field study using the multitude of watershed resources at the Waihe‘e
preserve. On May 29th the students made a formal presentation of their research to their
peers and the community at a reception at the Cameron Center Auditorium.

BWET – Kalama Kids. Learning by doing.

Naupaka Returns to the Dunes. Left to Right: Jack
Hazen, Stephanie Seidman, Scott Fisher, James
Crowe and Hank Oppenhimer.

Dale Bonar
Executive Director, Maui Coastal Land Trust
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RSVP Today! And join us at the Annual

MCLT Waihe‘e Picnic – Saturday June 23rd!
12 Noon – 3 p.m. Call: 244-5263.

The 2007 edition of MCLT’s ‘Coast Guard’ T-shirts are
now available. But, this soon-to-be-collectible is only
available to those who sign up for MCLT’s Monthly Giving
Club. A minimum donation of $10 a month from your bank
account or credit card is a wonderful way to support the
land trust. (We’ll send you a donation summary at the
end of the tax year!) Forms are available on line at
www.mauicoastallandtrust.org OR call us at 244.5263.

Mahalo to our Americorp Volunteer James Crowe for proudly
showing off this MCLT ‘Coast Guard’ colors: a brown and
white Naupaka graphic on a tan Beefy T Shirt. Join us today
as an easy monthly donor and we’ll get your shirt to you in
the mail!

Join the MCLT ‘Coast Guard’

Mahalo nui loa for your annual support!
Look for our complete donor listing in

the 2007 annual report this Fall.

Americorp Volunteer James Crowe
in a ‘Coast Guard ‘ shirt.


